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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 WELLIN 02095 260708Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO ARA-14 SAB-02 L-03 OES-07 DLOS-09 
PA-02 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /060 W 

055609 2607 10Z /1 1 

O 270608Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
USICA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5427 
CINCPAC HONOLULU 

UNCLAS WELLINGTON 02095 

FOR: IBS IOR IPS, CINCPAC FOR USICA ADVISOR 

EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATY MEDIA REACTION 

1 . THE CHRISTCHURCH "PRESS", APRIL 22 COMMENTED IN ITS 
EDITORIAL "THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES." 

2. "THE AMERICAN SENATE’S RATIFICATION OF THE SECOND 
TREATY TO HAND OVER THE PANAMA CANAL TO PANAMA BY THE END 
OF THE CENTURY SHOULD ALLEVIATE THE TENSION WHICH HAD BEEN 
BUILDING UP OVER THE ISSUE AND THREATENED SOON TO BOIL 
OVER, AS IT DID IN RIOTS IN PANAMA IN 1964. AMERICAN 
RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA SHOULD BE IM- 
PROVED BY THE REMOVAL OF WHAT SOME SAW AS A CONTINUING 
COLONIAL SITUATION. PRESIDENT CARTER, WHOSE STANDING 

WAS AT STAKE OVER RATIFICATION, WAS WELL PLEASED - A 
PLEASURE ALL THE MORE UNDERSTANDABLE BECAUSE HE FELT IT 
DEFUSED A SITUATION IN WHICH HE FEARED HE MIGHT HAVE HAD TO 
DEPLOY TROOPS TO DEFEND THE CANAL AGAINST PANAMANIAN 
DEMONSTRATORS. 

3. "THE SENATE RATIFIED THE SECOND TREATY BY THE 
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NARROWEST OF MARGINS - ONE MORE VOTE THAN THE MINIMUM OF 
TWO-THIRDS. AMERICAN MISGIVINGS HAVE BEEN OBVIOUS. WITH- 
OUT A DOUBT AMERICAN SECURITY AND COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 
ARE AT STAKE AND THE UNITED STATES WILL KEEP A WARY EYE 
ON ALL DEVELOPMENTS LIKELY TO AFFECT PANAMA AND THE CANAL. 

BESIDES THESE, SOME SENATORS HAVE SHOWN THAT THEY DOUBT 
PANAMA'S ABILITY TO RUN THE CANAL EFFICIENTLY - AN 
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ATTITUDE WHICH SMACKS OF COLONIALISM. PANAMA DEMANDS 
THE RIGHT TO MAKE ITS OWN MISTAKES - OR PROVIDE DEMON- 
STRATIONS OF EFFICIENCY. THE SENATE DID WELL TO RATIFY THE 
TREATIES. 

4. "NEW ZEALAND HAS A MAJOR INTEREST IN THE STABILITY 
AND EFFICIENCY OF THE PANAMA CANAL. MOST OF NEW ZEALAND'S 
TRADE TO AND FROM EUROPE GOES THROUGH THE CANAL. THE NEW 
TREATIES WILL BRING NEW ZEALAND INTO MUCH CLOSER TOUCH, 

IN TIME, WITH THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT. HAD DIS- 
RUPTIONS IN THE CANAL AREA OCCURRED - AND THE CANAL IS VERY 
VULNERABLE TO ATTACK BY EVEN A SMALL NUMBER OF PEOPLE - 
NEW ZEALAND'S TRADE MIGHT HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BADLY. NOW 
THAT THE TREATIES HAVE BEEN SIGNED AND RATIFIED, THIS 
COUNTRY SHOULD BE ABLE TO LOOK FORWARD TO SOUND AND SAFE 
ADMINISTRATION AND A GOOD RELATIONSHIP WITH PANAMA." 
ANDERSON 
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NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, TREATY RATIFICATION, CANALS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 27 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978WELLIN02095 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 78-001 7 

Format: TEL 

From: WELLINGTON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1978047/aaaaafts.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4baa61b2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3007343 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PANAMA CANAL TREATY MEDIA REACTION 
TAGS: SOPN, PBOR, EWWT, PN, PQ, NZ 
To: STATE ICA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4baa61b2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



